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MAGIC Transforms into
MAGIC 2.0

In a span of just twelve months, a significant transformation has occurred as maps and
geographic data have been transformed into an interactive, searchable, and dynamic
user experience, know as MAGIC 2.0. At the very heart of this transformation were the
users of MAGIC as we explored website statistics, user feedback and other online map
collections for inspiration. A series of themes began to emerge with users preferring easy
-to-use tools which do not require special software or plug-ins, the importance of pre-
viewing maps and data before downloading, and the ability to search for maps in a
Google like search interface. Throughout 2009, each of these user requested features
were incorporated into a redesigned MAGIC website, know as MAGIC 2.0.
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Improving the ability for users to locate maps and GIS data available from MAGIC in-
volves multiple approaches as we strive to make relevant materials more readily discov-
erable via search engines, as well as, through our website. To facilitate this discovery
process, MAGIC uploaded hundreds of historical maps to Flickr, developed a customized
search engine for MAGI Co6s website, and t
new resources and to share relevant 1info
ability to search within our collections, the global community is able to quickly locate
maps and GIS datasets for Connecticut. By increasing the discoverability of this informa-
tion MAGIC is enabling users to expand the role of maps in 21st century research.

Outlined below are a series of milestones from 2009 which range from website enhance-
ments to presentations.
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Data For Everyone!
Data Access Transformed

At the very heart of the transformation
(GIS) data pages were the users of MAGIC. With MAGIC serving a diverse range of us-

ers, the goal of the redesign of the data pages was to identify areas for improvement that

would increase satisfaction from the users perspective. As we prepared for this redesign,

we analyzed user feedback, and a series of themes began to emerge:

« Desire for easy-to-use tools which did not require special software or plug-ins
. Ability to preview maps and data before downloading

« Google like search interface

« Ability to add data in Google Earth

Throughout 2009, each of these user requested features were integrated into MAGIC 2.0
via our website and online map viewer. One of the greatest enhancements of the year
was the transformation of the Connecticut GIS data page. This page was transformed
into a streamlined interface which enables users to download data in 2 commonly used
projections, download a KML version for viewing in Google Earth (a Mac and Windows
friendly GIS data viewing platform), and the ability to preview datasets in Google Maps.
The Google Maps preview also enables users to directly add GIS data to their own cus-
tomized map via the Google Maps My Maps feature in just one click.

Featured Data

Download
Shapefile Download

Shapefile
(CPTIaSnt:)te (WGS 84) ML
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Download
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G For more details about the revised MAGIC data page visit:
magic.lib.uconn.edu/connecticut_data.html
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GeoCommons
Collaborative Learning Space

Il n July 2009, MAGI Cobs Map Reading Room wa
laborative Learning Space. The GeoCommons space enables students, faculty, staff, and
community members to ex
resources while also enables the development of
new scholarship with a geographic emphasis. This
collaborative learning workstation includes soft-
ware which empowers users to create and incor-
porate maps and geographic data into videos,
presentations, documents, websites and more.

During the fall semester, the GeoCommons was
utilized by the public to: create maps for incorpora-
tion in a PowerPoint presentation, group poster
creati on, editing video from a presentat
Photoshop, generating maps, exploring data using Google Earth, and collaborative re-
search. The GeoCommons space is available during all hours the Homer Babbidge Li-
brary is open.

Included below are just a few of the opportunities the GeoCommons enables along with
the relevant software available for each project:

Audio Editing & Podcasts Map Creation Video Editing & Podcasts
e Adobe Soundbooth e ArcGIS 9.3 e Adobe Premiere Pro
e Audacity e Google Earth e Adobe After Effects

e Google Sketchup
Data Manipulation Web Development
e Microsoft Access Presentation & Publications e Adobe Dreamweaver
e Microsoft Excel Adobe Acrobat Pro e Adobe Flash

Adobe In Design
Adobe Photoshop
Microsoft PowerPoint
Microsoft Publisher
Microsoft Word

Image Creation & Editing
e Adobe Fireworks

e Adobe lllustrator

¢ Adobe Photoshop

0 For more details about the GeoCommons and future development visit:
magic.lib.uconn.edu/geocommons.html
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The Year In Review
2009 by the Numbers

During 2009, MAGIC focused on collecting data in order to determine usage of digitized
collections and to focus on expanding content based of user driven data. Outlined below

are a few highlights from the year 2009.

Keywords
Included below are the most frequent keyword searches
and keywords leading to MAGIC from a search engine.

MAGIC Website Keywords Search Engine Keywords

Rank Search Terms Rank Search Terms

1 Connecticut 1 uconn magic

2 Hartford 2 sid file

3 Tolland 3 magic uconn

4 Waterbury 4 .sid file

5 New Haven 5 sid files

6 Stonington 6 magic

7 Mansfield 7 connecticut gis

8 Middletown 8 ct gis

9 New London 9 uconn map

10  Granby 10  wolcottville, conn

MAGIC Website Quick Stats

MAGIC Website Traffic Sources

M Search Engines
24.574.00 (39.91%)

M Referring Sites
24.095.00 (39.13%)

M Direct Traffic
12,900.00 (20.95%)

Other
1 {> 0.00%)

Most Frequently Visited Pages

1 MAGIC Homepage
2 Historical Maps

3 Connecticut Data
4 SID Help Page
5

Aerial Photos

Rank Page Visited

e Ti me on MAGI Cdbs Website: 3:31 minutes
e Number of Visits: 139,319 New & Returning Users
e Number of Page Views: 215,312 e New: 40,867 (66.37%)
e Number of Average Page Views: 3.5 e Returning: 20,703
e Number of Countries: 149 (33.63%) New Users
e MAGIC 2.0 Online Maps Visits: 20,622
MAGI Cés BIlI ogs Flickr Historical Maps
e QOutside the Neatline Visits: 2,115 e Flickr Map Views: 36,875*
MAGIC News & Updates Visits: 1,158 e Most Frequently Viewed Map:1,868
more details about MAGI CO0s stati st

For
“magic.Iib.uconn.edu/about_magic.htmI
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Outside the Neatline
MAGI CO0SsS newest

Outside the Neatline was developed as a result of graduate students at MAGIC looking
for an opportunity to showcase maps from our collections and highlight resources of po-
tential interest to the user community. This blog is a collaborative effort between Jeffrey
Dunn and Brandon Cramer initially started as an experiment that quickly grew, thanks
largely to the promotion of this new blog via Facebook, a social networking site. As this
blog continues to evolve, our goal is to provide the public a better understanding of how
maps can be utilized within their own research and in the classroom.

The Outside the Neatline blog is focused on a few key areas:

. Featured Map of the Week - Highlights

maps selected by the|staff from MAGI |CG

collections.

« How in the World? - Provides insights into
how maps are digitized and transformed to
enable new research.

« Did You Know? - Provides facts, definitions,
and highlights new resources related to
maps and GIS.

« And More! -We 6re continuously improving
this blog so check often and feel free to sug-
gest additional content for this blog.

Since the first blog entry was published in July of 2009, the blog has received over 2,000
visitors! Featured topics include: 1 8 9 0s Chi cago Wadell Mantsna Mapi
1902 Columbus, Ohio Map, 1909 Sleeping Sickness Distribution Map in Africa, Hartford
Connecticut 1640 and 1893 Maps, and the Indian Trails of Connecticut Map. Some of
these maps include interactive, searchable map mash-ups to enable users to compare
changes over time and demonstrate how maps can enhance your research.

0 For more details about the Outside the Neatline Blog visit:
outsidetheneatline.blogspot.com
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